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MGC Welcome Pack, part 5: Competitions and Matches 

 
There are 2 basic forms of golf, Match Play and Stroke Play: 

 

Match Play 
In Match Play one player (or pair) plays against another player (or pair) and each hole is a 
separate mini-competition. Players can either win, lose or halve a hole and the winner of 
the match is determined by the number of holes won. 

Once a player is “up” by a number of holes and there are less holes left to play then they 
have won, e.g. 5 up with 4 holes to play, the player has won 5 & 4. If a match is tied (all 
square) at the end then you may need to play extra holes until there is a winner, referred 
to as sudden death. 

We run a number of knockout competitions using the match play format, including Ladies 
Singles, Ladies Foursomes and Mixed Foursomes. The finals of all the knockout 
competitions are played on Finals Day which is usually on a Sunday towards the end of 
September. 

Stroke Play 
In Stroke Play the score for a round is the total number of strokes taken on each hole by 
the player (or pair/team) and the winner is the player (or pair/team) that completes the 
round in the fewest total strokes.  

There are 3 main variations to the stroke play format: 

• Stableford (the most common format used in competitions) 

• Bogey (sometimes called Par) 

• Maximum Score 
 

These formats are described in the Terms of Competition, section 4 , along with details 
about the various pairs and team formats. 
 
 

Ladies Competitions 
We run a variety of competitions which cater for golfers of all abilities.  

We also play team matches against other clubs; both friendlies and league matches. If 
you would like to be involved with team matches, there are sign-up sheets on the 
noticeboard or speak to the Match Secretary.  

Ladies Tuesday Competitions 
Tuesday is the main Ladies Competition day. There are tee times reserved from 9:00 to 
10:30, 2:00 to 2:30 and 4:30 to 5:00, daylight permitting. 

Tee times for the majority of competitions are available to book online from 7:00am on 
the previous Tuesday.  

https://www.mapperleygolfclub.org/4.-other-forms-of-play
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New golfers are encouraged to enter 9 hole competitions as a gentle introduction to 
competition play, rather than playing in the full 18 hole competitions to start with. 

In some competitions you will play at the time that you booked and in some there will be 
a re-draw to determine your time of starting and who you will play with. Booking for 
these is enabled earlier and the cut-off time for booking is typically a week before the 
competition. 

Alternative Days 
For ladies unable to play on a Tuesday, there is usually the opportunity to play in the 
same competition on the previous Sunday (all year) or Saturday for 7 day members (in 
the summer only). 

For Saturday play enter the draw for tee times in the Pro Shop from 7 days beforehand. 
For Sunday play make up with your own group and play at a time to suit you. 

Open to all Competitions 
In the summer there are ‘open to all’ (ladies and men) competitions on Thursdays and 
some Sundays. Make up with your own group and pay on the day in the Pro shop. Results 
are processed by the men’s section and so cards should be posted through the letterbox 
next to the office door. 

During the winter, 7 day members may take part in the Saturday team competitions. 
Players generally sign up in groups at the start of the winter and play in the same groups 
at the same time every week, although there are usually spaces available each week, so 
you can make up with an existing group when they are short.  

Sunday Mixed Competitions 
There are mixed competitions about once a month on Sundays; either pairs (1 man + 1 
lady) or teams (2 men + 2 ladies). Entry is available online a few weeks beforehand. 

 
 

Entry Fees & Eligibility 
There is an annual ‘prize fund’ fee of £5 which goes towards the glassware and engraving 
for the major competitions. Entry for most ladies competitions (including 9 hole) is £2.50. 

Entry to ladies competitions is subject to having a positive balance into your 

“Competition Purse”. Payments should be made to Jane Baxter, the Ladies Treasurer. 

Entry for ‘open to all’ competitions is £5 in the summer and £4 in the winter, pay in the 
Pro Shop.  

To be eligible to play in the club knockout competitions and to be eligible to win the 

trophy in any ‘Major’ competition, you must belong to a Full Membership Category. 

A list of Major competitions is posted on the noticeboard and in Terms of Competition, 
Appendix C. 

 

https://www.mapperleygolfclub.org/ladies-major-competitions1
https://www.mapperleygolfclub.org/ladies-major-competitions1
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Competition Results and Prizes 
Competition results are posted on the website soon after the competition. You can also 
choose to receive results and details of your handicap changes by email by registering 
with HowDidIDo. Details of how to do this are available on the Member Accounts Help 
page. 

For the Spring & Autumn meetings and Lady Captain’s Day, there is a meal and prize 
presentation in the evening. 

For most other competitions cash prizes are paid out pro rata, depending on how many 
people have entered the competition. You can have your winnings paid onto your bar 
card for either your food & drink account or your Pro Shop account. The amount in each 
account is shown on the receipts when you purchase things at the bar. 

Ladies Outing  
We usually have an outing to another club during the summer. Anyone with a handicap 
can play in these. Entry details are made known well in advance. A coach is organised 
with the cost included in the price of entry.  

Ladies Open Competitions 
The ladies run 3 Open competitions each year in which members and golfers from other 

clubs may enter. 

Full details about how to enter the Opens are available on the website. 

 

Further Information 
There is much more information about competitions in the Terms Of Competition pages. 

 

https://www.mapperleygolfclub.org/member-accounts-help
https://www.mapperleygolfclub.org/terms-of-competition/

